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1. IDENTIFICATION 

 

List Number: 7052 

Name:  Greymouth CBD Historic Area 

Address:  Guinness Street, Tainui Street and Mackay Street, GREYMOUTH 

Legal 

Description:  

Lot 1 DP 351008 (RT 209224), Lots 1-3 DP 368 and DP 589 (RTs WS3B/106, 

WS3B/966, WS3B967), Lots 2-5 DP 3250 (RTs WS8B/701 and WS8B/702), 

Lots 1-2 DP 1327 (RTs 308550, WS3B/971, 233402, WS3B/970), Sec 77 Blk 

10 Greymouth or Mawhera 31 Maori Reserve (RTs 750183 and 

WS3B/140), Sec 80 Blk 9 Greymouth or Mawhera 31 Maori Reserve (RT 

396441 and WS3B/969), Sec 81 Blk 9 Greymouth or Mawhera 31 Maori 

Reserve (RTs 294339 and WS3B/968), Sec 85 Blk 9 Greymouth or 

Mawhera 31 Maori Reserve and Pt Sec 320 Maori Reserve 31 (RT 

WS3B/965), Westland Land District  

List Entry  

Details 

The Greymouth CBD Historic Area was first registered under the Historic 

Places Act 1980 on 21 September 1989 (HP 331/1989). It was reassessed 

under the Historic Places Act 1993 and registration confirmed as a historic 

area on 3 March 1995 (BD1995/3/35).   

Refer to extract in section 3 (Attachments) below. 

Confirm 

 Identity:  

The seven buildings intended to make up the Greymouth CBD Historic 

Area were clearly identified with images and text.   

Although the Greymouth CBD Historic Area report erroneously states the 

address information for Hannah’s Building as being ‘cnr Tainui/Guinness 

Street’ (when in fact it is on the corner of Tainui and Mackay Streets), it is 

clear which of the seven buildings were intended to make up the historic 

area.  Each of those seven buildings were themselves individually listed at 

the time that the historic area was considered and they had their own 

building record forms with images and text. 

The identity of these buildings is shown in the table in section 3 

(Attachments) below. 

Protection: The Greymouth CBD Historic Area is not scheduled on the Grey District 

Plan. 

However, five of the individual places that made up the historic area are 

scheduled – they are: Courthouse (8 Guinness Street) (List No. 5016); 

Carruthers, Weatherall & KS Jeffrey Bldg (24-26 Guinness Street) (sic) (List 

No. 5059); Revingtons Buildings (47 Tainui Street) (formerly List No. 5060, 

List entry now removed); Waitaiki House (37-45 Tainui Street) (formerly 

List No. 5061, List entry now removed); Hannahs Building (Tainui St & cnr 
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Mackay St) (List No. 5062). Demolition of scheduled buildings is a 

discretionary activity. 

 

2. REASONS FOR REMOVING THE ENTRY FROM THE LIST  

 

Summary: The Greymouth CBD Historic Area was specifically made up of 

seven historic buildings that illustrated a range of architectural 

styles popular from the turn of the century up to World War Two, 

having considerable streetscape appeal and representative of 

early twentieth century government agencies and hotel premises 

erected in small New Zealand towns.   

Each of the seven buildings that were identified as making up the 

Greymouth CBD Historic Area were also individually listed and 

were as follows: 

1. New Zealand Post Building  (formerly List No. 5015, List 

entry now removed) 

2. Courthouse (List No. 5016, Category 1 historic place) 

3. Carruthers, Wetherall and K S Jeffrey Building (List. No. 

5059, now ‘Commercial Building’, Category 2 historic 

place) 

4. Revingtons Hotel (formerly List No. 5060, List entry now 

removed) 

5. Waitaki (sic) House (formerly List No. 5061, List entry now 

removed).  [Correct spelling should have been Waitaiki 

House]. 

6. Public Trust Building (formerly List No. 5063, List entry 

now removed) 

7. Hannah’s Building (List No. 5062, Category 2 historic 

place) 

Around the time that the Greymouth CBD Historic Area was 

reassessed and confirmed as a historic area in early 1995, both 

the New Zealand Post Building and Public Trust Building were 

demolished. 

In 2020 Revingtons Hotel and Waitaiki House were also 

demolished.  

Reasons:  The investigation into this area has indicated that there is 
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insufficient evidence to support entry on the New Zealand 

Heritage List/Rārangi Kōrero (‘the List’) as a historic area.   

The three surviving places are already entered as individual 

historic places on the List.  While two of the other buildings (not 

previously individually identified) within the extent have some 

streetscape value, four key buildings on Tainui Street that made 

up the historic area have been demolished.  

For this reason, it is proposed that the Greymouth CBD Historic 

Area is removed from the List. 

Team and Manager 
Response: 

The Canterbury/West Coast team of Heritage New Zealand, 

including Area Manager were informed on 7 December 2020 of 

the proposal to remove this area from the List. It was agreed that 

the area be removed from the List. 

Author: Robyn Burgess 

Date:  15 January 2021 

3. ATTACHMENTS 

List Entry Report 
Map of Greymouth CBD Historic Area 
Location Map 
Extract from Board Minute BD1995/3/35 
Supporting Evidence for Removal 
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List Entry Report 
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The map (as shown above) of Greymouth CBD Historic Area in the registration proposal report 
erroneously shows ‘7. Hannah’s Building’ on the corner of Tainui and Guinness Streets when in 
fact it is located on the corner of Tainui and Mackay Streets.  Compare with Location Map 
below.   
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Location Map 
 

 
 
Land Information New Zealand aerial view prior to the 2020 demolition of the historic 
buildings at 45 and 35-37 Tainui Street (numbers in red identify the sites of the seven buildings 
that specifically made up the Greymouth CBD Historic Area) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

5059 

5016 
5015 
GONE 

5063 
GONE 

5060 
GONE 

5061 
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Extract from Board Minute BD1995/3/35 
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Supporting Evidence for Removal  
 

 
 
Greymouth CBD historic area as viewed from what was previously Revington’s Hotel corner  (R. 
Burgess, 14 December 2020, Heritage New Zealand) 
 
The red arrows show the three surviving buildings from the original seven, being: 
 
1. Carruthers, Wetherall and K S Jeffrey Building 

2.  Courthouse 
7. Hannah’s Building  

1 
2 

7 
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List No. and 

Status 

Before (from Building Record Forms) After (2020) 

5015 

New Zealand Post 

Office Building 

Demolished & 

replaced 

 
 

5016 

Courthouse 

Standing   

5059 

Carruthers, 

Wetherall and K S 

Jeffrey Building 

Standing 

 
 

5060 

Revingtons Hotel 

Demolished 
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5061 

Waitaiki House 

Demolished 
 

 

5062 

Hannah’s Building 

Standing 
 

 

5063 

Public Trust 

Building 

Demolished and 

replaced 

  

 

      

Streetscape view showing the eastern side of Tainui Street from Mackay Street – Hannah’s 

Building is at centre left, two low buildings with verandah are adjacent (see detail) and then 

the open space is the site of Waitaiki House and Revingtons Hotel. (R. Burgess, 14 December 

2020, Heritage New Zealand).  Those two low buildings fall within the extent boundary of the 

Greymouth CBD Historic Area but are not specifically identified as contributing to the area. 


