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Th_ S_rp_ntin_ Min_ on Mt Griffin 
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Large blocks were prised from an outcrop of  serpen�ne ( a mineral 
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Down in the valley the serpen�ne was sawn by a steam driven pitsaw 
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cu@ng edge. The blocks of stone were then packed into a steam 
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railed to Ly)leton and then shipped to Germany to be used as facade 
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All that was le� in 2003 was a concrete pad at the pitsaw site, a few 
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A�er this there was li)le interest for many years un�l in 1962 a group 

of geologists visited the site and reported that although there was s�ll 

plenty of serpen�ne they thought the cost of star�ng up any new 

mine too high to make the stone compe��ve in any market.�
�
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sites are not usually let and because the serpen�ne  was one of the 
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Ngai Tahu under the 1997 Arahura Se)lement.  �
�

This informa�on was compiled by M Trayes in 2003 with the help of 
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of Paroa as part of the interpreta�on for a field trip on the ‘Shaping of 

the North Westland Landscape by the Taramakau Glacia�on.’ �

An ar�cle in the Greymouth Evening Star on 11th Sept 1912 began ... �
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Wellington, is an exhibit which claimed the a�en�on of thousands of 
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Greenstone Ltd.,” which is exploi�ng the rich deposits recently 
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Kumara, near the main road through to Christchurch, and 3000 #. 

above the level of the sea. The mountain spur has on inves�ga�on 
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have been the richer in their decora�ve embellishments, for here is a 

mountain of green marble (technically called serpen�ne) and 

&���������%�����!��!��#������#��"�!����0(�$"�)%���+.$�������!"�!�+�)�

-�������"���$$����&���"����������
����� ���"�#��
����555

�
�

��������������
�#�
���
���������������
��#���-����������������8�������

of the Geological Survey but owing to lack of informa�on it wasn’t 

un�l a few months before that the loca�on was found and a company 
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Photogr[phs Mt Griffin S_rp_ntin_ Min_ 

Photographs taken from a helicopter by WCRC staff in 2004.  From top le# in clockwise order:  Mt Griffin straight ahead;  th���erpen�ne outcrop; 
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����!���"�#"�&�&���7���$���8up of some serpen�ne  (non weathered surface)�


