


MEZ does not meet National 
Planning Framework

Some zones mining is proposed to be manage through: Rural Zones, the Open Space 

Zone, and the Settlement Zone. 



Katherine McKenzie’s evidence… 
Activities must be impractical to be managed through another zone. While an 
argument can be made that these activities could be managed through a rural 
zone, the special purpose zone created specifically recognises existing lawfully 
established activities. As I have noted above, applying the GRUZ framework to 
these existing activities would result in cumbersome processes for amendments to 
existing operations. In my view this makes application of rural zones to these 
existing activities impractical.

Replacement consents were required, because WMS Group sought to undertake 
filling within the same land parcel, adjacent but outside of the originally consented 
area. Because this was not within scope of the original consent, a new resource 
consent was required. This resulted in a lengthy consent process for a relatively 
minor change to operations. Under the proposed GRUZ framework, this same issue 
would arise for future amendments to operations. In my view, the Mineral 
Extraction Zone is more appropriate, and would avoid unnecessarily complex 
consent processes, while still enabling consideration of the effects of any changes.







Active, authorised mining is small









MEZ is not discrete, long-term, or authorised

• Not long term: Even the minerals permits are not the same as when 
the plan was authorised.

• Not authorised: The vast majority of the area does not have mining 
activity resource consents, and is used for other activities.

• Not discrete: Alluvial gold mining in the general area is occurs both in 
an outside the proposed zone.



Should alluvial gold mining be in a MINZ?
Does it meet the 
National Planning 

Standards?

No Maybe
Does it have a 

current resource 
consent?

No 

Yes Is it long term and 
discrete?

No 

If yes, why would an activity with a medium term resource 
consent need to become a permitted activity?



Coal MEZ north of Greymouth



Giles Creek










