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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

I THE preparation of the present edition of this work, the author has taken
pains, in response to a general demand in that behalf, to incorporate a very great
number of additional citations to decided cases, in which the terms or phrases of
the law have been judicially defined. The general plan, however, has not been
to quote seriatim a number of such judicial definitions under each title or head-
ing, but rather to frame a definition, or a series of alternative definitions, expres-
sive of the best and clearest thinking and most accurate statements in the re-
ports, and to cite in support of it a liberal selection of the best decisions, giving
the preference to those in which the history of the word or phrase, in respect
to its origin and use, is reviewed, or in which a large number of other decisions
are cited. The author has also taken advantage of the opportunity to subject
the entire work to a thorough revision, and has entirely rewritten many of the
definitions, either because his fresh study of the subject-matter or the helpful
criticism of others had disclosed minor inaccuracies in them, or because he
thought they could profitably be expanded or made more explicit, or because of
new uses or meanings of the term. There have also been included a large num-
ber of new titles. Some of these are old terms of the law which had previously
been overlooked, a considerable number are Latin and French words, ancient
or modern, not heretofore inserted, and the remainder are terms new to the law,
or which have come into use since the first edition was published, chiefly growing
out of the new developments in the social, industrial, commercial, and political
life of the people.

Particularly in the department of medical jurisprudence, the work has been
enriched by the addition of a great number of definitions which are of constant
interest and importance in the courts. Even in the course of the last few years
medical science has made giant strides, and the new discoveries and theories have
brought forth a new terminology, which is not only much more accurate but also
much richer than the old; and in all the fields where iaw and medicine meet we
now daily encounter a host of terms and phrases which, no more than a decade
ago, were utterly unknown. This is true—to cite but a few examples—of the
new terminology of insanity, of pathological and criminal psychology, the in-
numerable forms of nervous disorders, the new tests and reactions, bacterio-

logy, toxicology, and so on. In this whole department I have received much
valuable assistance from my friend Dr. Fielding H. Qarrison, of this city, to

whose wide and thorough scientific learning I here pay cheerful tribute, as well
as to his constant and obliging readiness to place at the command of his friends
the resources of his well-stored mind.

Notwithstanding all these additions, it has been possible to keep the work
within the limits of a single volume, and even to avoid materially increasing its
bulk, by a new system of arrangement, which involves grouping all compound
and descriptive terms and phrases under the maif heading of title from which
they are radically derived 6¢ with which they are conventionally associated, sub-
stantially if accordance with the plan adopted in”the Century Dictionary and
most other modern works of reference. H. C. B

WasEINGTON, Dy G, December i, 1910,
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VERIFICATION

Fleta, as officers of the king’s court, who op-
pressed the people by demanding exorbitant
fees, Fleta, lib. 2 ¢ 88

VERIFICATION. Imn pleading. A cer-
tain formula with which all pleadings con-
taining new affirmative matter must con-
clude, being in itself an averment that the
party pleading is ready to establish the {ruth
of what he has set forth.

In practice. The examination of a writ-
ing for the purpose of ascertaining its truth;
or & certificate or affidavit that it is true.

_“Verification” is not identical with “guthien-
tication.” A notary may verify & mortgagee’s
written statement of the actual amount of his
claim, but need not authenticate the act by his
seal.  Ashley v. Wright, 19 Ohio St. 201.

Confirmation of the correctness, truth, or
authenticity of a pleading, account, or other
paper, by an affidavit, oath, or deposition.
See McDonald v. Rosengarten, 134 Ill. 126,
25 N. E. 420 ; Summerfield v. Phenix Assur.
Co. (C. Q) 65 Fed. 206; Patterson v. Brook-
lyn, 6 App. Div. 127, 40 N. Y. Supp. 581.

VERIFY. To confirm or substantiate by
oath: to show to be frue. Particularly used
of making formal oath to accounts, petitions,
pleadings, and other papers,

The word “verify” sometimes means to
confirm and substantiate by oath, and some-
times by argument. When used in legal
proceedings it is generally employed in the
former sense. De Witt v. Hosmer, 3 How:
Prac. (N. Y.) 284.

Veritas, a guocunquée dicitur, & Deo
est. 4 Inst. 153. Truth, by swhomsoever
pronounced, is from God.

Veritas demonstrationis tollit errorei
nominis. The truth of the description re-
moves 4n error in the mame. 1 Ld. Raym.
303,

Veritas habenda est in juratore; jus=
titia ot judicivm in judice. Truth 18 the
desideratum in a juror; justice and judg-
ment in 4 judge. Bract. fol, 185b.

Veritas nihil veretur mnisi abscondi.
Truth fears nothing but to be hid. 9 Coke,
200,

Veritas niminii altercandée amittiturs
Truth 18 lost by excessive altercation. Hob,
344,

Veritas, gu#® minime defemsatur op<
primitur; ét gul non improbat, appro=
bat. 3 Inst. 27. Truth which i§ not suffi-
clently defended is overpowered § and ha who
does not disapprove, Approves.

Teritatem @ui nom libere pronunciat
proditor est veritatis, 4 Inst. Epil. He
who doeg niot freely speak thé truth i§ a be-
trayer of truthe
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VEST

VERITY. Truth; truthfulness; conform-
ity to fact. The records of a court “import
uncontrollable verity.” 1 Black, Judgm. §

276.

VERNA. Lat. In the civil law. A slaye
born in his master’s house.

VERSARI. Lat. In the civil law. To
be employed; to be conversant, Versard

male in tutele, to misconduct one’s self in a
guardianship. Calvin.

VERSUS. Lat. Against. In the title of
a cause, the name of the plaintiff is put first,
followed by the word ‘“wversus,” then the
defendant’s name. Thus, “Fletcher versus
Peck,” or “Fletcher against Peck.” The word
{s commonly abbreviated “vs.” or “v.”

VERT. Everything bearing green leaves
in a forest.

Also that power which & man has, by royal
grant, to cut green wood in a forest.

Also, in heraldry, green color, called “ve-
nus” in the arms of princes, and “emerald”
in those of peers, and expressed in engrav-
{ngs by lines in bend. Wharton,

VERUS., Lat. True;
uine; actual; real; just.

truthful; gen-

VERY LORD AND VERY TENANT.
They that are immediate lord and tenant one
to another. Cowell.

VESSEL. A ship, brig, sloop, or other
craft used in navigation. The word is more
comprehensive than “ship.” )

The word “vessel” includes every descrip-
tion of water-craft of other artificial contriv-
ances used, ofF capable of being used, 848 a
means of transportation on water. Rev. St.
U. 8 § 8 (U. S. Comp. St. 1901, p. 4.

“Vessel,” in the provision of the code of
Louisiana that commercial partners arée those
who are engaged in “carrying personal prop-
erty for hire in ships o othef vessels,” means
any structureé which 18 madé €o float upen
the water, for purposes 6f commerce of War;
whether impelled by wind, steam, or oars.
Chaffe v. Ludeling; 27 Ta. Ann. 607
—Foreign vessel, A vessel owned by resi~
dents 1, or sailing undef the flag of, 4 foreign
nation, “Foreign vessel’ under the embarga
act of January, 1808, means & vessel under
the flag of a foreign di‘)éw'éf and not &_vessel
in which foreigners domiciled in the_ United
States have an interest: The Sally, 1 Galil. 58,
Fed, Cas. No, 12,257.—Publié vessel. One
owneéd and used by & nation oF government fof
its public service, whetheF in its navy, its reve
fidé service, 6F otherwise.

VEST, To acerue to; to be fixed; to take
effect: to give 4 fixed and indefeasible right.
An estaie 18 vested in possessionl when therd
exists a right of present enjoyment?! and an
estate 18 vested in interesi when theré i a
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VEST

present fixed right of future enjoyment.
Fearne, Rem. 2.

To clothe with possession; to deliver full
possession of land or of an estate; to give
seisin; to enfeoff. Spelman.

VESTA. The crop on the ground. Cow-
ell.

VESTED. Accrued; fixed; settled; ab-
solute; having the character or giving the
rights of absolute ownership; not contingent ;
not subject to be defeated by a condition
precedent. See Scott v. West, 63 Wis. 529,
24 N. W. 161; McGillis v. McGillis, 11 App.
Div. 859, 42 N. Y. Supp. 924; Smith v. Pros-
key, 39 Misc. Rep. 385, 79 N. Y. Supp. 851.

—Vested devise. See DEVISE.—Vested es=
tate. Any estate, property, or interest is call-
ed “vested,” whether in possession or not, which
is not subject to any condition precedent and
unperformed. The interest may be either a pres-
ent and immediate interest, or it may be a fu-
ture but uncontingent, and therefore transmis-
sible, interest. Brown. See Tayloe v. Gould, 10
Barb. (N. Y.} 388; Flanner v. Fellows, 206 11
136, 68 N. E. 1057 ; 'Tindall v. Tindall, 167 Mo.
218 66 S. W, 1092 ; Ward v. Edge, 100 Ky. 757,
39 §. W. 440.—Vested in interest. A legal
term applied to a present fixed right of future
enjoyment; as reversioms, vested remainders,
such exeentory devises, future uses, conditional
limitations, and other future inierests as are
noi referred to, or made to depend on, & Dpe-
riod or event that is uncertain. harton. See
Smith v. West, 108 Il 337; Hawley v. James,
5 Paige (N. Y.) 466; Gates v. Seibert, 157 Mo.
254, b7 S. W. 1065, 80 Am. St. Rep. 625.—
Vested im possessiom. A legal term applied
to & right of present enjoyment actually exist-
ing —Vested interest, A future inferest is
vested when there is a person in being who
would have a right, defeasible or indefeasible,
to the immediate possession of the property,
upon the ceasing‘ of the intermediate or prece-
dent interest. Civil Code Cal. § 694. See Al-
lison v. Allisom, 101 Va. 537, 44 S. E. 904, 63
L. R. A 920; Hawkins v. Bohling, 168 il
214, 48 N. B. 94; Stewart v. Harnman, 56
N. H. 25, 22 Am. Rep. 408; Bunting v. %geek,
41 Kan. 424, 21 Pac. 283, 3 L. R. A. 690.—
Vested legacy. A legacy is said to be vested
when the words of the testator making the be-
quest convey a transmissible interest, whether
preseut or future, to the legatee in the legacy.
Thus a legacy to onme to be paid when he at-
tains the age of twenty-one years is a_ vested
legacy, because it is given unconditionally and
absolutely, and therefore vests an immediate in-
terest in the legatee, of which the enjoyment
only is deferred or postponed. Brown. See
Magoffin v. Patton, 4 Rawle (Pa.) 113; Tal-
madge v. Seaman, 85 Hun, 242, 32 N. Y. Supp.
906; Rubencane v. McKee, 6 Del. Ch. 40, 6
Atl, 639, —Vested remainder. See REMAIN-
DER.—Vested rights. In constitutional law.
Rights which have so completely and definitely
accrued to or settled in a person that they are
not subject to be defeated or canceled by the
act of any other private person, and which it ig
right and equitable that the government should
recognize and protect, as being lawful in them-
selves, and settled according to the then cur-
rent rules of law, and of which the individual
could not be deprived: arbitrarily without injus-
tice, or of which he could not justly be deprived
atherwise than by the established methods of
procedure and for the pubhe welfare. See Cas-
sard v. Tracy, 52 La. Ann. 835, 27 South. 368,
49 L. R A. s Stimson Land Co. v. Rawson
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VETITUM NAMIUM

(C. C) 62 Fed. 429; Grinder v. Nelson, 9 Gill.
gi ) 309, 52 Am. Dec. 694: Moore v, State,
3 N. J. Law, 243, 39 Am. Rep. 558.

YESTIGIUM. Lat. In the law of evi-
dence, a vestige, mark, or sign; a {race
track, or impression left by a physical object.
Fleta, L 1, ¢ 25, § &

VESTING ORDER. In BEnglishlaw. Aan
order which may be granted by the chancery
division of the high court of justice, (and
formerly by chancery,) passing the legal es-
tate in lieu of a conveyance. Commissioners
also, under modern statutes, have similar
powers. St 16 & 16 Vict. ¢ §5; Wharton.

VESTRY. In ecciesiastical law. The
place in a church where the priest’s vestures
are deposited, Also an assembly of the min-
ister, church-wardens, and parishioners, usu-
ally held in the vestry of the church, or in a
building called a “vestry-hall,” to act upon
business of the church. Mozley & Whitley.
—~Vestry cess. A rate levied in Ireland for
parochial purposes. abolished by St. 27 Vict.
c. 17.—Vestry-clerk, An officer appointed to
attend vestries, and take an account of their
proceedings, etc.—Vestry-mem. A select num=
ber of parishioners elected n large and popu-
lous parishes to take care of the concerns of
the parish; so called because they used ordie
ncanlsil to meet in the vestry of the church.

owell,

VESTURA. A crop of grass or COrm.
Also a garment; metaphorically applied to
a possession or seisin.

VESTURA TERRZE. In old English law.
The vesture of the land; that is, the corm,
grass, underwood, sweepage, and the like.
Co. Litt. 4b. See Simpson v. Coe, 4 N. H.
801.

VESTURE,
of land.
is worth.”

In old English law. Profi
“How much the vesture of an acre
Cowell.

VESTURE OF LAND. A phrase in«
cluding all things, trees excepted, which grow
upon the surface of the land, and clothe 1%
externally, Ham, N. P. 151.

VETERA STATUTA. Lat Ancient
statutes. The English statutes from Magne
Charta to the end of the reign of Edward
II. are so called; those from the beginning
of the reign of Edward IIL. being contra-
distinguished by the appellation of “Nove
Statuta” 2 Reeve, Eng. Law, 85.

VETITUM NAMIUM. L. Lat. Whers
the bailiff of a lord distrains beasts or goods
of another, and the lord forbids the bailiff
to deliver them when the sheriff comes o
make replevin, the owner of the cattle may
demand satisfaction in placitum de vetito
namio. 2 Imst. 140; 2 BL Comm. 148.
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