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Submission to the TE TAI POUTINI ONE District Plan

Submission of Dean S Trott 8 November 2022
I am a resident of the Westport rateable district.
I moved to Westport along with my family nearly five
years ago. This was for work with the main focus being
on looking for a better work, life balance. To which we, as
a family have defiantly found and enjoy here in Westport
and the Buller.
So much so that we have purchased a property and we
are all actively involved in the community in groups,
clubs and sport outside our normal working live’s. This is
why we made the big move from the north Island.

My wife and I both work in different emergency services
and I am a first responder. I am actively involved in
Westport Land SAR, St John youth Cadets the Westport
Rifle Club and the Westport Pistol club. I could not and
was unable to take part in any of these outside of work
activities while I was living back in a big city. This is one
of the beauties of living in Westport

Having a historic functional and user-friendly Rifle and
Pistol range so near to town, home and work is another
one of those little beauties that makes living in Westport
so enjoyable.

I am making this submission in full support of the
submissions made from the Westport Rifle Club and
Pistol Clubs.
At a time when there is a strong Government and Police
push to change and generally make shooting activities
and shooting sports, harder to get into, and to be able to
continue. Having safe well run and accessible shooting
ranges are assets to the wider community in that it is a
visible and accessible way that members of the
community can safely continue their differnet shooting
sports.
This is added to by being able to show the wider
community that shooting sports are safe, are part of the
wider community. In the case of the Westport Rifle club
and range this is also an historic part of the towns
identity. Continuing to have an accessible shooting range
here in the Buller, will and does encourage the ability for
the wider community to have a safe place to shoot,
learnt to handle and shoot firearms safety while being
under good guidance, supervision and training.
Hunting and pest animal control is also an industry and
way of life that makes New Zealand very special, along
with the special challenges that these introduced pests
have come with.
Having a shooting range were hunters and pest
controllers can practice. Come together and share
knowledge and safe best practices is also a benefit to the
wider community and the wider environment of the
Buller and Westcoast.

In my role as a St John Cadet youth leader, having access
to a safe and close, designated shoot range, gives me the
ability to show, train and mentor youth in the safe and
ethical use and practices of shooting and hunting.

Being a 1st responder involved in both of the recent Civil
Defence floods, I also fully understand the need to look
at the long term options for Westport as a town. And as
global warming and sea and flood risks will increase over
the coming decades.
But this needs to be well planned and also take into
account the historical and current use of the land and
areas around Westport. Once the historic use of places
and activities is lost or changed to much, it rarely comes
back. Progress needs to be well planed and thought out
and respectful of the past and current users of the land
and resources.

Therefore, I support and encourage the limiting of the
zoning of any urban development to areas that do not
encroach past the Gillows Dam and the 110KV power
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I am a resident of the Westport rateable district.

I moved to Westport along with my family nearly five years
ago. This was for work with the main focus being on
looking for a better work, life balance. To which we, as a
family have defiantly found and enjoy here in Westport and
the Buller.

So much so that we have purchased a property and we are
all actively involved in the community in groups, clubs and
sport outside our normal working live’s. This is why we
made the big move from the north Island.

My wife and I both work in different emergency services
and I am a first responder. I am actively involved in
Westport Land SAR, St John youth Cadets the Westport Rifle
Club and the Westport Pistol club. I could not and was
unable to take part in any of these outside of work activities
while I was living back in a big city. This is one of the
beauties of living in Westport

Having a historic functional and user-friendly Rifle and
Pistol range so near to town, home and work is another one
of those little beauties that makes living in Westport so
enjoyable.

I am making this submission in full support of the
submissions made from the Westport Rifle Club and Pistol
Clubs.

At a time when there is a strong Government and Police
push to change and generally make shooting activities and
shooting sports, harder to get into, and to be able to
continue. Having safe well run and accessible shooting
ranges are assets to the wider community in that it is a
visible and accessible way that members of the community
can safely continue their differnet shooting sports.

This is added to by being able to show the wider
community that shooting sports are safe, are part of the
wider community. In the case of the Westport Rifle club and
range this is also an historic part of the towns identity.
Continuing to have an accessible shooting range here in the
Buller, will and does encourage the ability for the wider
community to have a safe place to shoot, learnt to handle
and shoot firearms safety while being under good
guidance, supervision and training.

Hunting and pest animal control is also an industry and way
of life that makes New Zealand very special, along with the
special challenges that these introduced pests have come
with.

Having a shooting range were hunters and pest controllers
can practice. Come together and share knowledge and safe
best practices is also a benefit to the wider community and
the wider environment of the Buller and Westcoast.

In my role as a St John Cadet youth leader, having access to
a safe and close, designated shoot range, gives me the
ability to show, train and mentor youth in the safe and
ethical use and practices of shooting and hunting.

Being a 1st responder involved in both of the recent Civil
Defence floods, I also fully understand the need to look at
the long term options for Westport as a town. And as global
warming and sea and flood risks will increase over the
coming decades.

But this needs to be well planned and also take into
account the historical and current use of the land and areas
around Westport. Once the historic use of places and
activities is lost or changed to much, it rarely comes back.
Progress needs to be well planed and thought out and
respectful of the past and current users of the land and
resources.

Therefore, I support and encourage the limiting of the
zoning of any urban development to areas that do not
encroach past the Gillows Dam and the 110KV power lines



lines near to Pakihi road. This give a reasonable noise
and safety zone between housing and the shooting
ranges.

This safety noise area also needs to be enacted into the
TE TAI POUTINI One District plan along with the Shooting
ranges as a consented and approved Area and Activity in
the new district plan. As once housing developments
gets to close to Shooting ranges, inevitable there will be
persons who once they have moved in decide that it is
too noisy and start to make complaints to the council
demanding their intervention at rate payers expenses.
This has happened in other parts of New Zealand as
housing has been put to close to long established
shooting ranges and clubs. With bills costing tens of
thousands of dollars to remedy.

These sorts of problems and costs can easily be avoided
in the Westport situation by clearly defining the Shooting
ranges and approved activities along with the required
safety noise zones.

Kind regards
Dean Trott
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Submission of Dean S Trott     8 November 2022 

I am a resident of the Westport rateable district.  

I moved to Westport along with my family nearly five years ago. This was 
for work with the main focus being on looking for a better work, life 
balance. To which we, as a family have defiantly found and enjoy here in 
Westport and the Buller.  

So much so that we have purchased a property and we are all actively 
involved in the community in groups, clubs and sport outside our normal 
working live’s. This is why we made the big move from the north Island. 

 

My wife and I both work in different emergency services and I am a first 
responder. I am actively involved in Westport Land SAR, St John youth 
Cadets the Westport Rifle Club and the Westport Pistol club. I could not and 
was unable to take part in any of these outside of work activities while I was 
living back in a big city.  This is one of the beauties of living in Westport     

 

Having a historic functional and user-friendly Rifle and Pistol range so near 
to town, home and work is another one of those little beauties that makes 
living in Westport so enjoyable. 

 

I am making this submission in full support of the submissions made from 
the Westport Rifle Club and Pistol Clubs. 

At a time when there is a strong Government and Police push to  change 
and generally make shooting activities and shooting sports, harder to get 
into, and to be able to continue. Having safe well run and accessible 
shooting ranges are assets to the wider community in that it is a visible and 
accessible way that members of the community can safely continue their 
differnet shooting sports.  



This is added to by being able to  show the wider community that shooting 
sports are safe, are part of the wider community.  In the case of the 
Westport Rifle club and range  this is also an historic part of the towns 
identity.  Continuing to have an accessible shooting range here in the Buller, 
will and does encourage the ability for the wider community to have a safe 
place to shoot, learnt to handle and shoot firearms safety while being under 
good guidance, supervision and training.  

Hunting and pest animal control is also an industry and way of life that 
makes New Zealand very special, along with the special challenges that 
these introduced pests have come with. 

Having a shooting range were hunters and pest controllers can practice. 
Come together and share knowledge and safe best practices is also a 
benefit to the wider community and the wider environment of the Buller 
and Westcoast.       

 

In my role as a St John Cadet youth leader, having access to a safe and 
close, designated shoot range, gives me the ability to show, train and 
mentor youth in the safe and ethical use and practices of shooting and 
hunting. 

 

Being a 1st responder involved in both of the recent Civil Defence floods, I 
also fully understand the need to look at the long term options for 
Westport as a town.  And as global warming and sea and flood risks will 
increase over the coming decades.  

But this needs to be well planned and also take into account the historical 
and current use of the land and areas around Westport. Once the historic 
use of places and activities is lost or changed to much, it rarely comes back. 
Progress needs to be well planed and thought out and respectful of the past 
and current users of the land and resources. 

 

Therefore, I support and encourage the limiting of the zoning of any urban 
development to areas that do not encroach past the Gillows Dam and the 
110KV power lines near to Pakihi road. This give a reasonable noise and 
safety zone between housing and the shooting ranges. 



 

 This safety noise area also needs to be enacted into the TE TAI POUTINI 
One District plan along with the Shooting ranges as a consented and 
approved Area and Activity in the new district plan.  As once housing 
developments gets to close to Shooting ranges, inevitable there will be 
persons who once they have moved in decide that it is too noisy and start 
to make complaints to the council demanding their intervention at rate 
payers expenses. This has happened in other parts of New Zealand as 
housing has been put to close to long established shooting ranges and 
clubs. With bills costing tens of thousands of dollars to remedy. 

 

These sorts of problems and costs can easily be avoided in the Westport 
situation by clearly defining the Shooting ranges and approved activities 
along with the required safety noise zones.   

 

Kind regards 

Dean Trott 
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