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1. Lack of ajj nment with national and regional polic direction.

(a). The definition of the Coastal Environment needs to he consistent with the New Zealand Coastal
Policy Statement (Nzcps) Policy 1 and the West Coast Regional Policy Statement (RPS), and Coastal
Environment a5 so defined needs to be clearly identified on planning maps.

Relief sought:

® amend the definition of the Coastal Environment throughout the Plan to be Consistent with
the NZCPS1 ang the RPS, and
° Comprehensively map the full extent of the Coasta| Environment across the West Coast.

(b). Significant Natural Areas (SNAs).

(ii) The term 'SNA’, as defined in the RPS, should replace the term ‘Areas of Significant Indigenous
Biodiversity’ in relation to subdivision in the Plan, and should be used when referring to as-yet
unspecified areas of significant biodiversity as per RPS criteria.

gnificant habitats of
indigenous fauna, as mandated by the RMA (section 6), and set-out in the RPS, should be included in

Relief sought-

® asstated in (b) (i), (i), and (iii) above,

2. Public Conservation Land not identified and not zoned consistently.

Public Conservation Land is not clearly distinguishable from other land on the planning maps, nor is
it consistently zoned with regard to conservation burposes: i.e. the protection of natyra) and cultura)
resources,

Relief sought:

e  Clearly identify public conservation land on planning maps

¢ Remove the Buller Coalfield Zone ang Mineral Extraction Zone designations from Public
Conservation Land

® Re-zone public Conservation land to Natural Open Space Zone.

3. Mineral Extraction Zones and the Buller Coalfield Zone are not justifiable and should be removed.
(a)._Mineral Extraction Zones




appropriate remediation.
Relief sought:
® Delete Minera) Extraction Zones from the Plan, and re-zone these areas as appropriate (e.g.
consistent with adjacent zoning)

® Ensure thereis 3 requirement for an ecological assessment in accordance with the RPS
significance criteria for all new mineral extraction activities.

(b). Buller Coalfield Zone
—1€r Loalrield Zone
Coal mining is already a lawfully established activity in parts of this proposed zone. However,

because of the special - often unique - character of much of this zone there should be no new

operations to be set-up. The special nature of the Denniston-Stockton plateau applies to jts flora, its
fauna, and its visible landforms, “The vegetation of the plateau appears sparse and scrubby, but this

found at unusually low altitudes and several localised or endemic plants. ... The plateau has great

spotted kiwi (Apteryx haastii), fernbirds (Poodytes punctatus) and New Zealand pipits (Anthus
novaeseelandiae), as well as weka, kea, and riflemen. Reptiles include speckled skink, coastal green

gecko, and forest gecko (which here inhabits scrubland). Severa| species of large carnivorous
Powelliphanta snail are found on the plateau, and some are endemic to it and threatened by
mining.” (Wikipedia: ‘Denniston — Stockton Plateau’).

Relief sought:

¢ Delete the Buller Coalfield Zone from the Plan.
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