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Feedback on Proposed Te Tai o Poutini Plan (TTPP)
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03 755 8600 /027 370 1876

www. & info@ westcoastpenguintrust.org.nz

Introduction

1.

2,

The West Coast Penguin Trust (the Trust) exists to conserve penguins, other seabirds and the
coastal environment.

The Trust has a role as advocate for penguins, other threatened seabirds and their habitat.

Comments and recommendations

3.

4

ECO —introduction, 5th paragraph.

, Recommend including reference to the National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity,
which will fall under the RMA and is likely to be gazetted before TTPP is finalised and therefore
required to be given effect to under this plan. The following wording could be included:

Under the RMA, the district and regional councils share responsibility for maintaining
indigenous biodiversity. This responsibility will be extended by the National Policy
Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity, once gazetted.

Recommend extending the paragraph to include a third point to make it clear that habitats of
indigenous fauna may include non-native vegetation and are included in Significant Natural
Areas, e.g.

Thirdly, it should be noted that habitats of indigenous fauna may comprise some or all non-
native vegetation and still fall within Significant Natural Areas, according to criteria set out in
the West Coast Regional Policy Statement.

ECO-04: To maintain the range and diversity of ecosystems and indigenous species found on the
West Coast/Te Tai o Poutini.

Recommend replacing ‘maintain’ with ‘protect, maintain and support the enhancement of’.

ECO-P3: Encourage the protection, enhancement and restoration of significant indigenous
biodiversity by:
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10.

11.

2022 09 West Coast Penguin Trust — Submission — Proposed TTPP

CE — introduction, Indigenous Biodiversity: The objectives, policies and rules in relation to
clearance of indigenous vegetation in the coastal environment are located in the ECO -
Ecosystems and Biodiversity Chapter.

In order to protect indigenous species and to alert those seeking to clear vegetation to the fact
that species may nest in non-indigenous vegetation, we recommend the expansion of this
sentence as follows:

The objectives, policies and rules in relation to clearance of indigenous vegetation or other
vegetation where it provides habitat for indigenous species in the coastal environment are
located in the ECO - Ecosystems and Biodiversity Chapter.

CE — extent of Coastal Environment overlay

The mapping of the Coastal Environment appears inconsistent and illogical. It appears to leave
out sections of coastal environment where similar areas are included or include a narrow strip
where a wide one would be appropriate.

Examples include narrowing for no apparent reason between Granity and Birchfield and again
close to Carters Beach, the exclusion of part of the Orowaiti, Porarari and Arahura River
estuaries, lack of coverage of various sections of the coast around Charleston including Nile
River/Beach Road, Joyce Bay and further missing sections to the south of Charleston, and the
exclusion of Blaketown/Karoro/Paroa/Gladstone/Serpentine/Kapitea/Chesterfield/
Waimea/Arahura beach, dunes and lagoon areas ... etc etc southwards.

Policy CE-01 requires the CE overlay map to identify areas where coastal processes, influences
or qualities are significant. The current overlay fails to do this in many areas.

We recommend appropriate expertise is brought to bear to review up to date aerial imagery to
ensure that the map layer is updated, that the definition used in the NZ Coastal Policy
Statement is used (areas where coastal processes apply or influence the land, vegetation,
species, character etc) and best fits the entire coast and its areas with High Coastal Natural
Character, Outstanding Coastal Natural Character and Coastal Natural Hazard.

We note that blue penguins / korora can nest in very degraded habitat, for example a narrow
strip of gorse/blackberry between beach and paddocks. Such habitat should be included in the
Coastal Environment and may be missing. The West Coast Penguin Trust will supply spatial data
of all sites in the region where blue penguins / korora are known to nest or have been recorded
through track counts, the mortality database shared with the Department of Conservation and
other surveys to assist in the review of the Coastal Environment layer and wherever relevant for
the application of TTPP.

Strategic Directions

This section is critical for the future of the environment on the West Coast and the environment
is critical for biodiversity as well as human needs through the provision of ecosystem services.

a) Point 2: We suggest ‘maintaining environmental quality’ be replaced with ‘maintaining and
enhancing environmental quality’. Enhancement is critical with the added stresses of
climate change on ecosystems and also due to the failure of previous district plans to
maintain environmental quality; instead they have resulted in environmental degradation.
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biodiversity offsetting, though offering great promise, is extremely complex and difficult to
apply successfully.

14. GRUZ-R12, Mineral Extraction

We have concerns over the level of permitted activity of mineral extraction in the rural zone. in
particular, it is not clear how cumulative adverse effects on seabirds from the potential
situation of multiple concurrent mineral extraction sites will be managed. Without the need for
resource consents, it is not clear how cumulative effects nor compliance to the permitted
activity rules will be managed.

We believe TTPP will play a critical role in the protection of native species such as penguins, seabirds
and shorebirds. We are not planners, but we have endeavoured to suggest ways that the TTPP could
be amended to improve the protection of native wildlife. Should there be better ways or more
appropriate places to include the higher level of protection that we recommend, we trust that the
changes can be incorporated by the expert planning team so that the changes can be most effective
and clearly understood and applied by end users.

We are grateful for and appreciate the various opportunities to contribute to the development of
TTPP. We are available and keen to discuss further alterations and additions to TTPP to ensure that
adverse effects to penguins and other Threatened and At Risk seabirds and their habitat are avoided.
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Inger Perkins

Manager, West Coast Penguin Trust
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