
What is it?
Te Tai o Poutini Plan will be the new District Plan for 
the Westland, Grey and Buller District Councils. It 
will replace the three current plans and set out how 
resources will be managed across the districts.  

The District Plan is Council’s planning rulebook for building 
and development. Through the District Plan we can:

Decide where future development  
is located

Determine how our communities 
plan for natural hazards like floods  
and earthquakes

Develop the kind of community we  
want to leave our children

What’s in the Plan? 
The Plan is being prepared under the  
Resource Management Act and will include 
information on:

• Managing natural hazards; where should we avoid 
development when the hazard becomes too great 
to live with?

• Protecting our important biodiversity; identifying 
the most important areas, and the less important 
areas where development is appropriate

• Managing growth, including where new areas for 
residential, industrial and commercial activities can 
occur, and the subdivision rules around these

• Protecting cultural sites and how Poutini Ngāi Tahu 
values will influence the built form of the West Coast

• Protecting heritage values while allowing for the 
reuse of heritage sites

• Managing important landscapes so that these  
values are maintained.

  

Having one plan will not mean that all of the West Coast will be treated the same – but it will provide 
consistency across the region. This will provide more certainty on what rules apply where, and when.
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What’s going to change?
A lot has changed since the district plans were written in the 1990s 
and early 2000s. New information about natural hazards, climate 
change and threatened species decline now form an important 
part of our planning framework. 

Changes in the way we work, live and play affect the way we want 
our towns and communities to function. Our economic drivers are still 
based around our natural resources but the focus is different, and new 
technology has created opportunities to bring fresh and innovative 
business to the region.  

Te Tai o Poutini Plan needs to respond to these changes as well as 
central government policy requirements. Topics that are likely to be 
included in the new plan are:

• Rezoning areas of growth (e.g. residential and industrial sites on 
rural land)

• Identifying locations for new residential and other development
• Providing for a wider range of residential development (e.g. medium 

density development, housing for older adults, holiday homes 
alongside traditional suburbs)

• Allowing more home business opportunities in residential areas
• Areas for visitor accommodation and tourism support expansion
• Identifying a ‘natural hazard line’ where retreat from coastal and flood 

hazards will be required over time
• Identifying important areas of biodiversity which should be protected 

from development.  

Creating Te Tai o  
Poutini Plan

How can I participate?
We are keen to get your ideas on what should be in the Plan.  
 
We will be holding information and planning development sessions 
throughout Te Tai o Poutini process. Dates and locations will be published 
on our website. Come and talk to the team at any of these sessions. 

Visit our website  ttpp.westcoast.govt.nz and email us your thoughts 
and ideas.  

Plan Notification 
for Submissions
• Seek written feedback 

through submissions
• Public hearings

Technical Work
• Complete investigations 

(e.g. hazards, ecological 
assessments)

• Prepare draft planning 
maps and objectives, 
policies and rules for 
feedback

Consultation
• Identify issues
• Understand what’s 

currently working well 
and what’s not

• Set policy direction and 
priorities

This is a plan for our community. 
We need your help to ensure that 
it is a plan to support a vibrant 
and resilient West Coast. 


